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FOREWORD

This guidebook was prepared to give U.S. Government families a general idea of the schooling
(pre-school through secondary) available in Brussels, its suburbs and Antwerp. Ideally, parents
choosing primary and secondary schools should read this guide before their arrival at post
while bearing in mind that enrollment and programs can change within a matter of months at
some schools. Parents should contact the CLO or the individual schools directly for further
information on fees, academic year schedule, and other specific information.

The information in this booklet gives only a basic description of schools and their programs.
There is no attempt to evaluate the schools, all of which have positive and negative aspects in
the eyes of parents whose children have attended them and since each child may have
different needs, readers are encouraged to make their own evaluation by visiting the schools
and talking to school administrators, faculty, counseling staff, students and parents.

The guide concentrates on fee-paying English language/international schools as well as Belgian
schools because information on them is difficult for parents to obtain on their own prior to arrival
in Brussels.

The report is divided into five parts. The first part provides general information about choosing a
school in Brussels. The second part describes English language and international schools, starting
with those three schools which U. S. Government families use the most. The third part describes
English language and international pre-schools in Brussels. The Belgian school system and
curriculum (which includes schools that teach either in French or Flemish) is the subject of the
fourth section. Finally, there is an Appendix which includes information on the Advanced
Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) programs. At the very end, where they are
easy to find, are book and telephone reference lists.

For more information, please contact the Community Liaison Office (phone: 32-2-508-2227,
2289) or the Army Community Services Office (ACS; part of the U.S. Army NATO Support Activity
or Subpact) at 32-2-717-9783



|. CHOOSING A SCHOOL FOR YOUR CHILD

Unlike many overseas posts, Brussels has a wide range of educational choices. The basic
choices are:

a) An American-based education similar to what you might find at a public school in the
United States (Brussels American School, a Department of Defense school).

b) Private schools that follow the American or British curricula (e.g. British School of Brussels,
International School of Brussels, St. John’s International School).

c) Private international schools that offer specific teaching approaches (e.g. International
Christian Academy, Waterloo Montessori School).

d) Public Belgian education (State or Parochial -Jewish, Catholic, etc.)

e) Private Belgian institutions with special approaches and/or programs (e.g. Le Verseau,
Ecole Hamaide).

f) A private European school that teaches in English with a strong program in French (European
Schoaol).

g) Private schools that teach entirely in a foreign language (e.g. Lycée Francais and the
German School).

h) Boarding school in the U.S., UK. or elsewhere.

Students of USG civiian employees are enrolled in a wide variety of schools. The Brussels
American School (BAS), St. John’s and the International School of Brussels (ISB) are the main
institutions used (virtually all DOD students use BAS). There are also students enrolled at the British
School, the Brussels English Primary School, in French language schools, and in the Christian
Academy.

Your choice of school will be governed by academic, financial, cultural, linguistic and other
considerations, including the location of your housing relative to the schools and to school bus
transportation. The following guidelines were drawn up to help parents clarify their priorities and
prepare them for the task of visiting and choosing a school.

1. The recommendations of other families can be extremely valuable in helping parents
determine which school might be best for their child. Do not hesitate to query the
schools to ascertain whether they have programs appropriate to your child’s particular
interests or needs.

2. Parents should call or write to the schools that interest them and request information.
Schools can send brochures and names of parent or student contacts as well as
provide a wealth of detailed information. Visiting a school—preferably while in
session—and having an interview with the principal or teacher is also recommended.
For more general information, parents can contact the Community Liaison Office
or the Army Community Services Office, which is especially helpful in guiding parents
to local Belgian schools.



10.

11.

12.

Does your child need remedial help for learning or behavior problems? Some
schools have full-time or part-time psychologists and therapists. This guide includes
a list (Section V-B.) of resources available in the Brussels area. If your child has a
difficulty (whether or not it has been diagnosed), do not hesitate to ask whether the
school has appropriate resources. You should provide the school with full details of
your case, including any reports of diagnosis or evaluation that may have been
completed to facilitate the school’s admission decision. This is especially important
in the case of physical difficulties, since many schools in Belgium are ill-equipped to
handle a physically handicapped child.

Government agencies follow different regulations concerning screening procedures
for children with special needs. Employees of the foreign affairs agencies (State,
Commerce, Agriculture, AID) should contact the Community Liaison Office or the
Financial Management Center at the Embassy for information on allowances.
Employees from other agencies should consult their own regulations.

Bring with you: academic records, reports, test results, text books (if possible) and/or
some examples (typical ones) of your child’s previous school work. A teacher can
quickly ascertain a child’s level by reviewing recent work. Similarly, you can compare
textbooks to be used in your child’s class with those he/she has been using. A
signed and authenticated academic record is essential for high school students
entering a Belgian school.

Are there any prerequisites which your child needs to take in order to enroll in
certain subjects? If so, does the school offer the needed classes? Are you prepared
to hire a tutor to help your child with a foreign language?

How much do you value parental participation in the activities of a school? Check
on the school’s attitude toward such participation.

If you decide to send your child to a school for which there will be out-of-pocket
expenses, estimate all costs, including field trips. The extras can add up considerably.

If you decide not to send all of your children to the same school, check each
school’s calendar and daily hours carefully so that you are prepared for different
holiday times, etc. Ask about bus routes and/or carpools.

The location of the school may be extremely important to you and your child. If the
school is a long distance from your home, it's a good idea to learn about the
length of the bus ride, the availability of carpools, transportation from after-school
activities and whether any children in your neighborhood attend the school.

Many schools now accept applications by fax.

If you are living in the Washington, D.C. area and still in the planning stages of a
move to Brussels, the Department of State has several resources: the Family Liaison
Office’s Educational Counselor (M/DGP/FLO), the Overseas Briefing Center (NFATC/
OBC) and the Office of Overseas Schools (A/OPR/OS). These offices all have a fairly
wide range of up-to-date school brochures as well as additional educational
information.



Il. ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS
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BRUSSELS AMERICAN SCHOOL

12, John F. Kennedylaan Enrollment: 300 (2003)
1933 Sterrebeek

Tel.: (02) 717-9552

Fax: (02) 782-0230

E-mail: principal_brussels_ehs@eu.odedodea.edu

Website: www.brussels.army.mil

Principal: Ms. Berry

School Ages: 5-18 years

Elementary School: Grades K-5 (Kindergarten is full day)
Middle School: Grades 6-8

High School: Grades 9-12

The Brussels American School (BAS) was opened in 1967 and is part of the Department of
Defense Departments Schools (DODDS) system. The school is primarily for children of Department
of Defense employees. Children of American employees of civiian USG agencies may also
attend on a space-available basis. Children of officials working at NATO and at the embassies
of NATO and Partners for Peace countries are allowed. Currently there are students from 20
different countries at BAS.

The school is located in the Flemish commune of Sterrebeek, about five miles to the east of the
center of Brussels. The area is primarily residential, with rolling farm fields surrounding much of
the school. The campus is spacious and well landscaped. The school is co-located with the
U.S. Army NATO Health and Dental Clinics.

BAS consists of several buildings connected by covered walkways. The elementary school has
its own classrooms, playground, well-stocked library and special learning facilities. The secondary
school is in a separate building, with its own playing fields, special learning facilities and labs for
science, computer, home economics and business courses.

The administration building and the gymnasium are the other two major structures. There is also
a separate art room as well as a weight room and racquetball courts that are used for after-
school activities. The elementary school has two imaginative playgrounds, one of which is
among the best in Brussels. The cafeteria is located in a big multi-purpose room where students
eat bag lunches or reasonably priced hot school lunches. This room also has a large stage for
school programs and dances.

School property covers 17 acres and includes football and softball/soccer fields as well as
tennis courts and a running track. Classrooms are bright and well equipped, many of them
bursting with artwork created by the children. Lockers line the hallways. In the elementary
school, there is one teacher per grade level. The school offers a Talented and Gifted program
that begins as early as Grade 1. French lessons begin in kindergarten, with children learning
simple songs and stories. Starting in Grade 1, students learn French dalily in their “Host Nation”
classes.

Throughout the elementary years, BAS stresses reading, writing and math fundamentals, primarily
using U.S. textbooks. Because of the small class size, teachers can be flexible in allowing
children to progress at their own pace. Standardized testing takes place in appropriate grades.
Music, art and PE. are part of the curriculum. There is a science fair and occasional field trips to
local sites as well as other academic activities such as spelling bees. The library is full of up-to-
date books and materials.



In secondary school, students have seven periods in the school day. DODDS requirements for
graduation include the following subjects: English, social studies, math, science, PE., career
education, aesthetics (such as art or drama), health and computer science. In high school,
French and Spanish are offered.

Among the academic activities: Model NATO, Model United Nations, Model Senate, Brain Bowl,
Math Counts and Odyssey of the Mind. Classes often have as few as nine students in them.
There are regular field trips to local sites of interest. More extensive field trips may be offered,
including visits to the Ardennes and the Belgian coast. In the secondary school there are two
groups that are active in music festivals throughout Europe.

In high school, students can choose from several Advanced Placement (AP) courses (see
Section V-C. for more information on the AP program). Students can also independently study
other AP courses.

Standardized pre-college testing is offered as well as pre-SAT preparation courses. There is a full-
time guidance counselor who helps with college placement and provides day-to-day counseling
for all ages.

All teachers are U.S.-accredited. Throughout the school year, teachers have regular in-service
training courses. For those students with specific learning needs, BAS provides a reading specialist,
and a speech therapist. Parents are asked to discuss specific learning needs with the school
prior to enroliment.

BAS has an extremely supportive Parent-Teacher-Student-Organization (PTSO) that is involved in
many aspects of school life, from organizing parent volunteers to helping plan school dances.
In addition, the Booster Club is very active in supporting athletic activities.

Among the athletic activities offered are football, tennis, wrestling, volleyball, basketball, soccer,
track and field and cheerleading. Students compete with other local international schools in
Brussels as well as DODDS schools throughout Europe. The Brussels Sports Association, a private
sports group primavily for expatriate children, uses BAS sports fields as well.

The school day runs from 8:25 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Kindergarten is a full day program. Bus service
is available within a prescribed geographic area. In addition, there are activity buses that take
students home later in the day. The school calendar differs considerably from that of international
and Belgian schools. There is no summer program.

FEES: BAS does not charge fees to children of Department of Defense employees. The
educational allowance for employees of civilian agencies covers the entire cost of BAS, including
busing.



ST. JOHN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

146, Dréve Richelle Enrollment: 934 (2004)
1410 Waterloo
Tel.: (02) 352-0610
Fax: (02) 352-0620 (general)
(02)352-0630 (admissions)
E-mail: Admissions@stjohns.be Website: www.stjohns.be

Director: Dr. Joseph Doenges

School Ages: 3-18 years
* Pre-K: 3-4 years (half-day and full-day)
* Elementary School: grades K-5
* Middle School: grades 6-8
* High School: grades 9-12

Newly negotiated: Deferred payment of registration fees. Tri-Mission families no longer
need to pay the registration fee up front. St. John’s will collect the fee from post directly.
For more information contact the CLO office (02 508-2227).

St. John’s provides a quality education, which is inspired by Christian values, while respecting
other religious traditions. Within a caring environment, students are cherished as individuals,
encouraged to reach full potential, prepared to think globally with a commitment to justice,
and challenged to act responsibly.

Located in the residential suburb and famous historical site of Waterloo, St. John’s is about 20-40
minutes south of the center of Brussels (depending on traffic). The school has some 60
nationalities. The student body is 31 percent American. The school is adjacent to one of the
main streets in Waterloo — a community with many expatriates (20% of the population).
A suburban bus line and rail line connect Waterloo with Brussels.

St. John’s is made up of several different buildings on a single campus. Because physical
expansion is difficult, the school has bought (and plans to continue buying) houses or buildings
behind the school property. The elementary, middle and high schools are linked in one main
building. The kindergarten and pre-kindergarten are in a separate facility with two playgrounds,
their own library, art room, music room and multi-purpose hall. The middle and high school
are in sections that were added to the main building. There are a regulation size baseball /
soccer field and four playgrounds. A new science wing, cafeteria and sports arena were
opened in 2003. An entire building is devoted to the arts programs: painting/drawing,
ceramics, photography and sculpture. The arts gallery, within the arts building, is used for
exhibitions by students and professional artists. A Performing Arts Center is currently under
construction and due to open in 2005. St. John’s encourages participation in all aspects of
school life and seeks to develop a sense of world citizenship and an active appreciation of the
host country. Interaction with the Waterloo community is frequent. Community service projects
are numerous throughout the school. St. John’s offers an American course of studies which
includes Advanced Placement (AP) courses. The curriculum also offers the International
Baccalaureate (IB). Special language instruction is available to all students for whom English is
an additional language. The school has a large Support Service department, which includes
specialists in English as an Additional Language (EAL), physical and occupational therapy, and
learning disabilities. For more information on these services, contact the school directly.
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There is an extremely active PTA involved in all aspects of school life, from volunteering in the
classroom to a parents’ support network. An active Booster Club supports athletic activities and
an active Arts Support Group sponsors the development of the arts.

School buses run to many parts of Brussels. Pre-schoolers may ride the bus with an older sibling.
A hot lunch program is available from kindergarten through grade 5, although children may
bring a packed lunch. Middle and high school may choose from a menu.

Because St. John’s has so many options, this guide will describe each school separately.
PRE-KINDERGARTEN (Timbertops)

The pre-kindergarten program is located in a separate building across the street that runs
behind St. John’s. The outdoor play area is large and grassy.

Children may come to the program five mornings only a week, four afternoons a week, or four
and a half days a week (Wednesday is a half-day for all students). The full-day program is
available to all three and four year olds; however, children must be toilet-trained to enter the
program.

Classes run from 8:35 — 11:45 a.m. or 8:35 - 3:20 p.m., except on Wednesday. The school
uses Montessori materials as well as a large variety of other toys, books and manipulatives. Early
academic programs are offered as readiness develops. Classrooms are bright and attractive.
Children have circle time, story time, indoor and outdoor play. The curriculum includes music,
art, science, library, computer, pre-reading and pre-math skills, and French.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Kindergarten at St. John’s is a full-day program, except on Wednesday, which is a half-day. At
this level children study a wide variety of units of inquiry that continues throughout the elementary
years: English, math, French, social studies, art, music, computer, PE., religion and library.
Class size varies from 20 — 24 students. Swimming lessons are included in the physical
education program.

The primary section (grades 1 and 2) allows children to progress at their own rate but is
heterogeneously grouped. The upper section (grades 3, 4, and 5) form one unit in separate
buildings and with separate play areas.

St. John’s gives standardized achievement tests as well as issuing progress reports. The school
offers various field trips. Children may take private music lessons within or after school hours.
They may also participate in choir, music ensemble, recorder club, art, drama, chess club and
Iish dancing. French is offered every day. Ballet classes are offered at an additional fee.

Other after-school activities include Boy and Girl Scout troop meetings, gymnastics, swim team

and intramural sports. Uniforms are required for grades 1 — 5 and may be purchased from a
store in downtown Waterloo.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Though connected physically to the high school, the St. John’s middle school is a world unto
itself, with its own science labs, classrooms and lockers.

In grades 6 — 8, the core academic subjects are taught by an interdisciplinary team. These
subjects include math, English, science, history, French (six levels), religion, ICT, PE., and art,
music or drama. Eighth graders may elect to study Spanish or German, which will advance
them in their high school studies, Class size is approximately 24 students. Among the music
activities offered are an ensemble and choir. Interscholastic sports include soccer, basketball,
volleyball, cross country, track and swimming. After-school activities include dance, school
newspaper and student council. St John’s actively competes academically and athletically
with other international schools in Brussels and throughout Europe.

Field trips include a ski trip to Switzerland in grade 6 and “Outward Bound” style excursion in
grades 7 and 8.

HIGH SCHOOL

St. John's offers a rigorous high school program. In order to graduate, a student must complete
studies in the following subjects: English, math, social studies, one foreign language, science,
PE./health, sports, art, religion and various electives.

In addition there is a two year International Baccalaureate (IB) program and Advanced Placement
(AP) courses (see Section V-C for further information on these types of courses). Advanced
Placement courses in U.S. History and Art History are taught separately from the IB courses. The
other 12 AP subjects offered are taught in conjunction with IB classes, and supplementary
instruction is given if necessary. The total number of separate AP and combined AP/IB courses
may vary slightly from year to year.

St. John’s offers the standard pre-college exams for this age group, including the PSAT and the
SAT. The SAT exam is actually administered at the International School of Brussels. A large
variety of extra-curricular activities and sports are offered. Among them are Ecology Club,
dance, Honor Choir, French theater trips, Model United Nations, Spanish Club and the yearbook.
Counseling is available at all levels in the school. The sports program is widespread and
includes volleyball, soccer, cross country, basketball, swimming, track and field, golf, tennis,
baseball and softball. St. John’s teams compete in the International Schools Sports Tournament
(ISST), a level of play which involves travel throughout Europe.

St. John’s often has a waiting list, so parents are advised to apply as early as possible.

FEES: For information about fees and financial aid, please contact the school directly.
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF BRUSSELS

19, Kattenberg Enrollment: 1475 (2003)
(Watermael-Boitsfort)

1170 Brussels

Tel: (02) 661-4211

Fax: (02) 661-4200

Admissions Office fax: (02)661-4213

E-mail: admissions@isb.be website: www.isb.be
Director: Kevin Bartlett

School ages: 3-18 years
* Nursery School: 3-4 years (half-day and full-day)
* Elementary School: grades K-6 (Kindergarten is full-day)
* Middle School: grades 7-9
* High School: grades 10-12

Newly negotiated: Deferred payment of registration fees. Tri-Mission families no longer
have to pay the registration fee up front. ISB will collect the fee from post directly. For
more information contact the CLO office (02 508-2227).

Established in 1951, The International School of Brussels (ISB) is the oldest and largest international
school in Brussels. It offers an international curriculum to students from nursery school through
high school. The campus stands on 40 acres of roling woodland in the French-speaking
commune of Watermael-Boitsfort, a few kilometers southeast of the city center at the end of a
Brussels city bus and tram line that connects the school with the central part of Brussels.

Currently ISB is a community of approximately 66 nationalities, 31 percent of the student body is
American. When visiting the school, the diversity of the student body is immediately evident on
the playground and throughout the hallways. As ISB notes in its prospectus, “The makeup of our
school and its location not only enable us to offer a demanding intellectual experience but
also to provide our students with a truly global perspective.” The school fosters this diversity in a
variety of ways such as the annual International Festival, international coffee exchanges and
volunteer activities by parents of all nationalities.

The school is divided into four divisions, each with its own Head and specialist staff, all of whom
report to the Director of ISB. He has day to day management responsibility, reporting to the
Board who are responsible for the long range planning and financial security of the school.

The four divisions are housed in four purpose-built buildings on the 40-acre campus. The Early
Childhood Centre is adjacent to the Elementary School and they share a large library and
cafeteria. Similarly, the Middle and High School are next door to each other and share a
second large library and cafeteria. Studentsin all four divisions regularly use the two gymnasiums,
the theatre, the tennis bubble and the extensive sports fields and woodland areas. The original
19" century chateau houses the administrative staff and is where the Director is based.

Each division offers learning support for children with learning disabilities and there is a Special
Education programme for students from the age of 4 to 18 with a mental disability. Before
students with learning disabilities can be admitted it is necessary for the school to review all the
available documentation, to ensure that a satisfactory programme can be offered. The campus
is accessible to people who use wheelchairs. Two nurses are on duty throughout the school
day and run the health office, situated in the chateau.

-13-



Because ISB has so many options, this guide will describe each school separately:
EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTRE — NURSERY THROUGH SECOND GRADE

The nursery-through-second-grade programs are co-located in an early childhood education
building, connected to the elementary school building. Three-year-olds can attend either half-
day or full-day. Half-day pupils may add two afternoons per week to their program later in the
school year. Pre-kindergarten is for four-year-olds. It is either a full day (except for Wednesday
afternoons) or a half day program.

The maximum number of children in the nursery class is 18, in pre-kindergarten and in kindergarten
itis 20. Each class has a teacher and a teacher’s assistant. In grades 1 and 2 the maximum is
21, with each grade level sharing a teacher’s assistant. There is a reading area with plenty of
books. The class usually has many different nationalities, and children are encouraged to play
and learn together.

There are three periods of independent activity as well as whole class activities such as music
and story time. Small group activities, include language, math and science. For outdoor play,
there is a large playing area with a variety of play equipment.

Hot lunch is available for kindergarten, first and second graders, or children may bring a bag
lunch.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL - THIRD THROUGH SIXTH GRADES

Classes for grades three through six are held in the elementary school building, connected to
the early childhood building. Reading, math, science, and social studies are part of the
curriculum and take into account different learning abilities at this age. Music, PE., art and
computer are offered.

In grades one through six, individualized programs in the basic subjects — language arts, reading,
math, and French — enable children to progress at their own level and pace. If a child is
lagging in an area, he/she may be offered help by a resource teacher. Special language
instruction is available to all students for whom English is a second language.

French is taught by specialists who have anywhere from 2-6 different ability groups per grade
level. Among the activities that increase the children’s knowledge of French is an after-school
French club and cultural outings that tie in with French instruction.

ISB gives standardized U.S. aptitude and achievement tests although these will be replaced by
a testing system based on international norms in school year 2005-06. There is a full-time
psychologist/guidance counselor to diagnose learning disabilities. The school has a Special
Education programme on the first floor of the elementary school — a large, sunny classroom for
seriously learning-impaired children who need individual attention from qualified teachers.

All grades take field trips, with grades three through six offered an extended study trip to such
places as Florence or Trier in Germany. The elementary school has its own computer room as
well as computers within the classroom. The 18,000 volume library is spacious and well stocked.
All children take music lessons from a specialist and perform in various musical programs
throughout the year. In addition, they may take private music lessons at school for a fee. The
art classes are taught by a specialist in the well-supplied art studio.
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Children take PE. three times a week — either in the gym, the tennis bubble, or the fields. These
include sports such as soccer, basketball, and gymnastics.

Elementary school classrooms are bright and cheerful, with decorated lockers outside them.
Hot lunch is available, or students may bring a bag lunch.

After-school activities are numerous and include drama, elementary newspaper, a French
activity group, scout meetings, and tennis lessons.

MIDDLE SCHOOL

ISB built a new Middle School in 1999, adjacent to and linked with the High School. Both
buildings share a 36,000 volume library and a large cafeteria serving a variety of hot and cold
food. There are five science laboratories, extensive outside terracing and a dedicated computer
laboratory. This school for grades 7-9 has a solid academic reputation and a lively and
creative approach to education. Classrooms are bright and attractive, with lockers outside for
each student.

The school day has eight periods, with students changing teachers depending on the subject.
The basic courses are English, social studies, math, French, science and PE. Each classroom
has a maximum of 20 students, but class size is often smaller.

In 9" grade, students have the choice of French and/or Spanish. There are seven levels of
French at each grade level, from beginning to fluent. Fluent involves a study of French culture
and literature as well as language. Advanced French students may also take social studies
and science in French.

Electives include art, band, choir, journalism, computer studies, business studies, website design,
digital video production and editing and theatre. Depending on their grade, students must
take at least one elective per semester, and for grades 7 and 8, at least one of the electives
chosen per year must come from the arts.

Like the Elementary School, the Middle School offers a variety of courses for non-native English
speakers. Field trips are numerous and closely follow specific class topics. They include visits to
places such as Holland, Cologne and Ypres. A Model United Nations session is part of the
social studies curriculum.

Health education is a requirement in all grades, with different subjects based on the grade
level. All 9" grade students must participate in a health class that includes discussions on
sexuality and drug and alcohol use. There are specialists in counseling, health, and learning
disabilities.

Among the extracurricular activities are French Club, drama, choir, band and strings as well as
alarge variety of sports. These include volleyball, cross-country, field hockey, tennis and American
football.

HIGH SCHOOL

The basic academic program in high school involves an individual choice: a basic college
preparatory course, the two-year International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma program, and a
mixture of basic college prep courses with IB or Advanced Placement (AP) courses. The school
offers seven AP courses as well as the option to take the IB program in a language other than
English. (See sectionV-C for further information of these types of courses.)
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The AP courses offered are American History, Biology, Calculus, English, European History, French
V, Statistics/Pre-Calculus.

The following courses are not AP courses, nor are they designed to prepare students for the AP
examination. However, students may choose to take the associated examination on completion
of the course:

IB Chemistry I AP Chemistry

French IV or IV Advanced AP French Language
Spanish IV AP Spanish Language
IB Higher Mathematics | AP Calculus AB

French is offered at many different levels, from beginner through advanced literature. Spanish
is also available. There are special programs for ESL students. Counseling is offered at all levels,
with special emphasis on college placement for interested students.

There is a wide range of clubs and activities, including Student Council, computer club and
language clubs. Music and drama activities including jazz ensemble, choir and honor orchestra.
ISB is actively involved in music festivals throughout Europe.

The high school athletic program includes sports such as American Football, rugby, field hockey,
basketball, baseball, cross-country and soccer. ISB teams compete against BAS and other
DODDS schools in Europe as well as in local and international meets.

ISB has an extensive bus network throughout the Brussels area. There are no buses available for
students who stay for after-school activities. High school students may purchase a hot lunch or
buy from an a la carte menu.

The Family Association is extremely active at ISB and is involved in many diverse activities. There
are summer school workshops and programs for all ages as well as a variety of adult education
classes including the possibility of studying for an MA in Education.

As mentioned previously, the school has a special education department that accepts children
with specific disabilities whose needs cannot be met with a mainstream classroom. Parents
should discuss their children’s needs with the school prior to enrollment.

Fees: For the most current information about fees, please contact the school directly or consult
their website, www.isb.be
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THE BRITISH SCHOOL OF BRUSSELS

19, Leuvensesteenweg Enrollment: 1140 (2003)

3080 Tervuren

Tel.: (02) 766-0430

Fax: (02) 767-8070

E-Mail: admissions@britishschool.be Website: www.britishschool.be
Principal: Roland S. Chant, MA

School Ages: 3-18+ years
* Infant Section: Kindergarten to Year 2
* Junior Section: Years 3to 6
* Senior Section: Years 7 to 13

The British School has a beautiful campus, surrounded by forests and lakes, in the commune of
Tervuren, 20 minutes from the center of Brussels. The school seeks excellence in all areas of
educational experience. Its aim is to provide a British-style education within a European context,
taking advantage of the many opportunities for visits, school journeys and fieldwork throughout
the continent.

The school caters to over 1140 students between the ages of 3 and 18+. Approximately 75%
are British, but, in total, over 60 nationalities are represented.

The school is extremely well equipped. Each section (Infant, Junior and Senior) has its own
library, hall and gymnasium. There is a specialized Early Years Unit for the 3 and 4 year olds, and
a prestigious new science and math center for secondary-level students was opened in January
1996.

Academic standards are high throughout the school. Teaching follows the British National
Curriculum but with greater emphasis on modern languages and the creative arts. Close
contacts have been developed with schools within the local community. Most students continue
on to universities and colleges throughout the world and all receive individual guidance from a
well-resourced Career Center. There is also an alternate vocational route to higher education
through the BTEC National Diploma in Business and Finance.

The pastoral program is equally important. BSB takes pride in the relaxed and informal relationships
between its staff and students, which are based on courtesy, self-discipline and mutual respect.
The form tutors have a pivotal role to play and closely monitor students’ progress.

For students who require additional help, there are the services of a specialist Learning Support
Department, Educational Psychologist and School Counselor.

Music and drama have a special place in the life of the school. There is a magnificent theater
that seats 240 and is used extensively, not only by students and parents, but also by the local
community. Sports also have a special place. In addition to the three gymnasia, there are two
squash courts and four outdoor tennis courts, together with a sports hall and large playing fields.
All are available for use after school hours through the Sports Centre. Gymnastics for girls,
swimming, hockey and tennis for all, together with rugby and football for boys are especially
popular.

The British School is a community school and is as welcoming to adults as it is to children. Adult
education classes, for example, are offered to parents during the autumn and spring terms,

-17-



and holiday courses are arranged for children at Easter and in the summer. The social center
contains a servery with bar.

A Parents’ Office within the school provides information and support to families. Activities such
as cubs, brownies, scouts, guides, ballet and swimming are available.

There is a school bus service, and a host family scheme operates for those who live too far for
dalily travel.

The British School of Brussels takes pride in the fact that its students respond with enthusiasm to a
caring and lively environment. It is against this background that they are encouraged to
develop their own special talents and abilities and to achieve a sense of fulfillment.

FEES: For full information, please contact the school directly.
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THE BRITISH PRIMARY SCHOOL

Stationstraat 3 Enrollment: 150 (2004)

3080 Vossem (Tervuren)

Tel.: (02) 767-3098

Fax: (02) 767-0351

E-Mail: info@britishprimary.com Website: www.britishprimary.com
Headmistress: Dorothy Guy, MBE

School Ages: 3-11 years

British Primary specialises in providing first class education and social development for boys and
girls from 3 to 11 years. Eighty percent of our pupils come from English-speaking families, but
many Nationalities are represented and all are welcome. We realise that parents do not have
any choice in the timing of their relocation and we welcome children in school at any stage in
the school year, not only at the start of a term. The emphasis at British Primary is on providing
‘The Best Possible Start’ for children within an environment they can call a second home, so
important for young children settling into a new country or going to school for the first time.
We have deliberately remained a small school where each child can play a prominent role
and develop confidence to take him or her on into the next stage of education. We have small
class sizes, with one adult to eight children in Nursery and a maximum ratio of twenty children to
each class teacher in Primary. The school is housed in three buildings in Stationsstraat.
No. 6 is dedicated to our Foundation Stage (Nursery & Reception), No. 3 to Key Stage 1 (Years 1
and 2) and No 1 to Key Stage 2 (Years 3 - 6).

Foundation

Stage Nursery From the term in which a child becomes 3
Reception Aged 4 + by September 1st

Primary Aged 5+ (Year 1) until aged 10+ (Year 6)

by 1st September

All buildings have outdoor areas, with age-appropriate play equipment on all-weather safety
surfaces. The garden outside No’s 1 & 3 includes a pond in support of the science curriculum.
We have French and music rooms, two libraries, computers with Internet connection (children
use them from Nursery upwards) and kitchen facilities for cookery lessons. We follow the UK
based “Early Learning Goals” for Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum for England
and Wales for Primary Years (Key Stages 1 & 2). The school is staffed with fully qualified UK
teachers and has specialist French, music and library teachers as well as a school nurse and
Nursery assistants. Our approach makes the emotional well being of each child as important to
us as high academic standards. We also have a specialist EAL (English as an Additional Language)
teacher available for those who require more intensive language teaching.

British Primary has a door- to - door bus service running from many areas South East of Brussels.
This uses mini buses fitted with seat belts, which the children must wear. The drivers speak two
languages - English and either French or Flemish. This, along with mobile phones in each bus,
ensures the safety of all children at all times. The routes for the buses are altered depending
upon addresses of children.

There is a PTA and parents are active in the school helping with a variety of events e.g. Easter
egg hunt, Valentine disco. A range of after school activities include: football, ballet, disco
dance & music club.

For current details please contact the school directly Tel: + 32 2767 6483, info@britishprimary.be
or visit the website on www.britishprimary.com
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THE BRITISH JUNIOR ACADEMY OF BRUSSELS

83, Boulevard Saint-Michel

1040 Brussels

Tel.: (02) 732-5376

Fax: (02) 732-5376

E-Mail: bjabrussels@yahoo.com Website: www.bjab.org
Head: Diane Perry

The British Junior Academy of Brussels (BJAB) is a primary school for international children
from 3-11 years. The school's academic programme follows the core features of the British
National Curriculum. In addition to the strong academic subjects, music, drama, ICT, swimming
and physical education, the school has a successful and well-designed French programme.
By developing work in subjects such as food + technology and an imaginative cross-curricular
approach to teaching the arts, our children experience an all-inclusive curriculum. Academic,
sporting and practical experiences with after- school activities ensure that pupils gain
keen conceptual understanding in their studies, affording them an excellent foundation where
they are encouraged to become confident learners in a caring environment. Member of
COBISEC and ECIS.
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BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF BRUSSELS

163 ave Emile Max Enrolment: 75 (2003)
1030 Brussels

Tel 32 2 736 8981

Fax: 32 2 736 8983

e-mail: schooloffice@bisb.org Website www.bisb.org
Headteacher: Stephen Prescott MA, B.Eng. PGCE

School Ages 2% - 11 years
* Nursery: 2% - 4 years
* Infant: 4-7 years
* Junior: 7-11 years

The British International School of Brussels, established in 2000, enables children to benefit from
an enriching and challenging educational programme based on the British National Curriculum.
Mutual respect and tolerance are strong themes of the high-quality educational provision for
English speaking children aged 2% to 11.

The school’s magnificent two-storey villa provides a very pleasant working environment for both
staff and children, and includes attractive classrooms, library, music room and extensive outside
playground, as well as a networked computer suite with Internet connections. All of the full-time
staff have British recognised qualifications with an overall child / teacher ratio of 10:1. The
school is very well located with excellent public transport links, being the closest international
school to the American Embassy. It is approximately 3 km east of the city centre, 2km from
NATO and 1% km from the European Commission area around Schuman,.

The small class sizes (current average is less than 14) are a very significant attraction to parents
and as the school was founded by parents there is a thriving sense of community. This
complements the warm, friendly atmosphere for which the school has rapidly become renowned.
The school has about 70 children representing over 25 different nationalities. Over 50% of the
children are British, the second commonest nationally being Australian followed by American,
Japanese, Danish and Italian. 80 % of the children are first language English and we offer a
carefully structured programme for children who are not. French is introduced at Nursery level,
with formal lessons starting in the Reception class, and a variety of extra-curricular activities is
offered.

The academic year has approximately 180 school days divided into three terms between early
September and early July. The school day starts at 9:00 a.m. and extends until 3:25 although
many of the younger children finish at 12:15. To assist working parents we offer a Garderie
provision until 6:00 each day. Admission is possible at any time of the school year and requires
reports from previous schools and an interview. Each application is carefully considered so that
we ensure that entrants can benefit from the educational program offered.
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THE BRUSSELS ENGLISH PRIMARY SCHOOL (BEPS 1)

23, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt Enrollment: 225 (2003)
1050 Brussels

Tel.: (02) 648-4311

Fax: (02) 687-2968

E-mail: info@beps.com Website: www.beps.com
Director: Julia Beverly

Headmaster: Neil Tomalin

School Ages: 2%2-12 years
* Pre-school: 2v2-4%: years (half-day and full-day)
* Primary: 4%2-12 years

BEPS - Brussels ( Brussels English Primary School ) founded in 1972, is an international school for
21/2 - to 11-year-olds. The 240 pupils come from 40 countries, and French is taught from class
1 (age 4). Classes are small, allowing for individual attention. An IB World School offering the
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (IBPYP), the school offers excellent
computer facilities, swimming classes , and woodwork for older children. A separate Bears
Cottage is for pre-school children. The grounds have extensive, attractive play areas. Extra
tuition in music and English as a foreign language. English Common Entrance exam preparation
available upon request. Door-to-door bus service available. Regular member of the European
Council of International Schools (ECIS), Council of International Schools (CIS) and the Council of
English-Speaking Schools in the Benelux (CESSIB). 23 Avenue Franklin Roosevelt, 1050 Brussels,
tel: 02.648.43.11 fax: 02.687.29.68 Head of School : Neil Tomalin. Director of Educational
Programmes: Julia Beverley. Annual fees from Euro 6,850 - 15,150.

THE BRUSSELS ENGLISH PRIMARY SCHOOL - LIMAL (BEPS 2)

13-15, Rue Leon Deladriere Enrollment: 85 (2001-02)
1300 Limal

Tel.: (010) 041-7227

Fax: (02) 687-2968

E-mail: info@beps.com and limal@beps.com Website: www.beps.com
Director: Charles Gellar

Headmistress: Henny de Waal

School Ages: 2%2-11 years
* Pre-school: 2¥2-4%2 years
* Primary: 4%-11 years

BEPS-Limal (Brussels English Primary School’s second school), established in 1992, is an
international school located in Limal (near Wavre). With an enrolment of 90 pupils, it offers the
innovative International Primary Years Programme (IPC) for children aged 21/2 to 11. Features
include extensive grounds, woodland, gardens, pets, mini sports field, an activities centre
theatre that seats 200, a museum and pony club. French is taught at all levels, including pre
school. BEPS - Limal serves many families living in areas south east of Brussels including
La Hulpe, Overijse, Hoeilaart, Lasne, Leuven and Ottignes. A door-to-door school bus service is
available. 13 Rue Léon Deladriére, 1300 Limal, tel: 010.41.72.27 fax: 02.687.29.68,
email: info@beps.com. Head of School: Henny de Waal. Annual fees: from 6,750 to 15,150.
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THE BRUSSELS ENGLISH PRIMARY SCHOOL - WATERLOO

280 Chaussee de Waterloo
1640 Rhode St Genese
Tel.: (02) 358-5606

Fax: (02) 358-3132

E-mail: info@beps.com
Head: Jonathan Merrett

BEPS - Waterloo (Candidate Status IB World School) opened in September 1999, and shares
the campus with World International School (WIS), to ensure high-quality education
for 100 students, aged between 2% and 16 years. The IBPYP at BEPS - Waterloo allows for a
smooth transition into the middle years curriculum, which in turn, prepares students for the IB
Diploma programme. The campus is very conveniently located south of Brussels,
and enjoys the use of 5 buildings, a superb gymnastics and sports arena, playgrounds, and
extensive green areas. Parking is available as is, a door-to-door bus service. Annual fees:
from Euro 6,750 to 15,150.
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THE EUROPEAN SCHOOL

Brussels I/Uccle Enrollment: 2500 (2003)
46, Avenue du Vert Chasseur

1180 Brussels

Tel.: (02) 373-8611

Fax: (02) 375-4716

Email: edhe@eursc.org Website: www.eebl.org
Head: Rien Jonkers

Brussels ll/Woluwe

75, Avenue Oscar Jespers

1200 Brussels

Tel.: (02) 774-2211

Fax: (02) 772-0530 (secondary) 774-2260 (primary)

Email: webmaster@ecb?2.be Website: www.ecb2.be
Head: Mr. Sfingo Poulos

School ages: 4-18 years * Currently, only accepting children from
* Nursery (ages 4-5) the European Commission.
* Primary (ages 6-10)
* Secondary (ages 11-18)
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THE ANTWERP INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL (AlS)

180 Veltwijcklaan Enrollment: 637 (2003)
2180 Ekeren
Antwerp, Belgium

Tel: (03) 543-9300 Fax: (03) 541-8201
E-Mail: ais@ais-antwerp-be Website: www.ais-antwerp.be
K-12 Grades

Headmaster: Robert F. Schaecher

The Antwerp International School is a co-educational day school that was founded in 1967 to
meet the international community’s need for quality education in the English language. The
school offers a program leading to either a US High School Accredited Diploma or the International
Baccalaureate diploma that is universally recognized. It is a member of the European Council
of International Schools, the Council of English-speaking School in Benelux, and the European
Council of International Schools.

The School is situated on a seven-acre wooded estate. The campus includes a large converted
mansion which houses the administration offices and the English as a Foreign Language program,;
a new building which accommodates Elementary and Secondary school classrooms, a library
and computer centers; a complex which houses the main gym area, dressing rooms, three
science laboratories, math classes and a cafeteria; a special area designed for Early Childhood
and a Fine Arts Center which includes a theater, art and music rooms and a reception. Local
swimming pools and sports fields are used for athletic activities. Boarding facilities are not
available.

The school, located in the residential suburb of Ekeren, is ten kilometers north of Antwerp and is
easily reached by car, train or bus. The school contracts with a private bus company to provide
bus service on pre-determined routes.

Classes are in session from late August to mid-June. Daily class sessions run from 8:25 a.m. to
3:25 p.m. Extra-curricular activities follow the 3:25 p.m. dismissal and usually last until 5 p.m.
There are numerous activities after school such as music, art, drama, and a program of athletic
activities for both boys and girls, including basketball, volleyball, softball, soccer, tennis, track
and swimming. The parents Organization offers additional programs for the younger students.

Parents are encouraged to submit applications as soon as possible since waiting lists develop
at some grade levels.

Prospective students for grades 1-12 may be requested to take placement tests to determine
their level of achievement and to assist in grade placement. For admission to Pre-School, the
child must attain the age of 3 on or before December 31st of the school year. For admission to
Kindergarten, the child must attain the age of 5 on or before December 31st of the school
year.

It is advised that all records, recommendations and transcripts be hand-carried by the parents.
A.LS. will then send for official transcripts from the previous school.

Certified proof of age must accompany each application.

Limited special education facilities are available at A.L.S. Children with special heeds may be
accepted if it is agreed that educational progress is possible at A.l.S. The final decision is the
perogative of the Administration.
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THE INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI SCHOOL TERVUREN

1, Rotselaerlaan Enrollment: 100 (2004)

3080 Tervuren

Tel.: (02) 767-6360

Fax: (02) 767-6360

Email: Montessori-tervuren@online.be Website: international-montessori.org
Headmistress: Annie Hoekstra-de Roos

School ages: 15 months to 15 years

The International Montessori School offers a bilingual English-French Montessori program for
children between the ages of 1 1/2 and 15 years, grouped as:

Toddler Community: 15 months to 3 years
Children’s House: 3 years to 6 years

Lower Primary: 6 years to 9 years

Upper Primary: 9 years to 12 years

Middle School: 12 years to 15 years

Located in two adjacent villas near the African Museum and in a beautiful restored old farmhouse
in the center of Tervuren. The school has several bright spacious classrooms that are kept
immaculate. Due to it’s size it offers a family atmosphere.

In the premises on the Bergestraat an all-day Montessori program is offered to children aged
15 months to 6 years old. Children can attend from 7.30 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. In the school in
Tervuren After School Hours are available up to 5.15 p.m.

In a Montessori school each child works at his/her pace, according to individual development
in a specially prepared environment. The classrooms are very well equipped with a full range of
Montessori equipment.

The elementary curriculum also includes subjects in both Englsih and French, mathematics
presented using didactic pieces of equipment which lead the child fom concrete to abstract,
interrelated cultural subjects, piano, violin, computer education and physical education. Two
teachers, one English-speaking and the other one French speaking, create a complete bilingual
environment.

The Middle School program offers a dynamic environment with an urban and a farm setting.
The children are exposed to the curriculum by their mentors and specialists sharing their expertees.
At the farm children work and live in a micro-economy, it offers different aspects that helps the
adolescent in becoming a responsible and independent member of society.

The school offers a bus service and an address list of all families which facilitates car pooling.

FEES: For information about fees, please contact the school directly.
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THE EUROPEAN MONTESSORI SCHOOL

12,Avenue Beau Sejour Enrollment: 80 (2003)
1410 Waterloo

Tel: (02) 354-0033

Fax: (02) 354-5141

E-Mail: europeanmon@skynet.be and info@europeanmontessorischool.com
Website: www.europeanmontessorischool.com

Head: Ms. Yvonne Vermerlen

Established in 1981, The European Montessori School is the first school to bring Montessori
education to the greater Brussels area. E.M.S. offers a bilingual education to children ages 18
months to 12 years of age. In our pre-school, Montessori materials are introduced in English
with a French assistant to provide support. Older children are taught in English. They receive
highly specialized French lessons in small groups of 2-7 children. The European Montessori
School is a caring school in the heart of an international community. Students are primarily from
the USA, Canada, Great Britain, Scandinavia, and Belgium. The entire student population is
represented by several different nationalities coming from every continent, all-learning together.

The school’'s academic curriculum follows the guidelines set forth by Maria Montessori. Unlike
many schools, the Montessori method allows children of different ages to share the same
classroom. Most class time is spent in individual or small group activities. Part of each day is
also spent in a whole class activity such as music, art, story teling, and special projects. Each
week the children also receive swimming, music, and gym lessons from a teaching specialist.

The Parent Teacher Association is involved in many school activities such as: fund raising, The
Montessori Newsletter, tutoring, library, and group meetings. Homemade hot soup is available
during the cold months.

Door to door bus service is available.

The European Montessori School welcomes visitors. Please call the office to make an
appointment.
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THE INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Mecheslsesteenweg 79 Enrollment: 45 (2004)

1933 Sterrebeek

tel: 02-784-2784

fax: 02-784-2784

E-mail: montessori-sterrebeek@skynet.be Website: www.international-montssori.org
Head of School: Odette Penneman - Headmistress:Annie Hoekstra — de Roos

School ages: 15 months to 6 years

The International Montessori Children’s Centre offers a bilingual English-French Montessori
program for children between the ages of 15 months and 15 years, grouped as:

Toddler Community: 15 months to 3 years
Children’s House: 3 years to 6 years

Located in a beautiful vila close to Sterrebeek Centre, this child development center offers
2 beautiful environments with all objects and furniture scaled to the size of the children.

The Toddler Community is set up in such a way that children can practise in becoming
independent. There is a small bathroom which aids the potty learning process, cubbies for
changing, small cutlery used to mix the dough and make the bread,a very low sink in order to
do he dishes. The aim behind these activities is that children can slowly integrate their body and
mind. They can practise in thinking; “What do | need?, and Where can | find it”".

Furthermore there a language matierials, craft, activities for fine motor skills, music,and out
door activities.

The Children’s House caters to children aged 3-6. They are exposed to the very concrete
materials that guide them from concrete understanding to abstract thought. They can do
mathematics such as additions and subtractions with beautifully designed equipment. The
program also includes learning to write and read in a multi sensorial way, manipulative equipment
for the fine motor skills and activities of practical life which help children become aware of the
needs of themselves, others and their environment.

The school has a nice green outdoor environment with a sandbox, swings, garden beds and
equipment for gross motor development and gardening.

The school offers a bus service and an address list of all families which facilitates car pooling.

FEES: For information about fees, please contact the school directly.
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THE INTERNATIONAL MONTESSORI CENTRE

Molenweg 4 Enrollment: 45 (2004)

1970 Wezembeek-Oppem

tel: 02-782-1236

fax: 02-782-1236

E-mail: montessori-tervuren@online.be Website: www.international-montssori.org
Head of School: Lidia Klimczak - Headmistress: Annie Hoekstra — de Roos

School ages: 15 months to 6 years

This International Montessori Centre offers a bilingual English-French Montessori program for
children between the ages of 15 months and 15 years, grouped as:

Toddler Community: 15 months to 3 years
Children’s House: 3 years to 6 years

Located in a beautifully renovated house on a quiet cul-de-sac. It offers very open and bright
classrooms with a warm Nordic feel to it.

The Toddler Community has floor heating which makes it very cosy and warm. It offers a child-
development program which caters to the needs of the very young. The brain develops from
birth onwards and needs appropriate stimulation. This is what the program is based on. Children
are exposed to 2 languages at all times. They have two adults, one speaking English and the
other one speaking French. The children absorb these languages naturally and with ease.
Furthermore they work with practical life activities which help them in becoming independent
and integrate their personality. Beautiful wooden equipment aid the development of the fine
motor skills and music, listening to stories, dance and relaxation help in the awareness of
oneself and others.

The Children’s House will start in September 2004 and offer an environment that stimulates the
development of each aspect of persona